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COVIDIAN
CHALLENGE:

Clamour for Control or
Cry for Coexistence

>

<

Rev. Roji Mathews Abraham

Rampant rumours claim that the novel
corona virus SARS Cov2 causing
COVID-19 was lab-made. If true, it
stemmed from a perpetrator’s lust
for control. If not, then, amidst races
to reestablish control via vaccines,
evacuations, migrations, distancing, etc.,
it's a motivated international ruse guising
utter helplessness as control.

Conversely august academic
authorities can only forecast successful
pharmacological solutions earliest by
2021 or even as late as 2024 prompting
financial gurus to compel world polities to
adapt to COVID-19 and reopen markets,
restart productions to arrest economic
free fall even at the inevitable risk of
exponential collateral damages. Such
market insensitivities are inadvertently
challenged by the WHO, SIGs and activists.
But even their best sensibilities do not
negate the impending doom of famine
and starvation that could claim more lives
than the virus itself, if drastic interventions
delay.
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Historically, pandemics have erupted everywhen
the natural balances have been tipped by mindless
human aggravations to exert control. With the
most recent examples like Spanish Flu, AIDS, Ebola,
Chikun Gunya, Nippa, SARS, MERS and now the
COVID-19, one can contend that pandemics are
proofs of cataclysmic retaliations to violation
of natural order. The Noahic Flood in Genesis
strategically struck when sinful human fixations
peaked distorting divine order with mortal divides
wherein a privileged class - the sons of God -
controlled and usurped upon a cattle class - the
daughters of humans - (Gen. 61,2). God's judgement
upon that milieu, the great flood, was also a natural
rebooting. The lockdown within the ark, was a
divinely instituted sabbatical during which humans
were re-educated to coexist with nature in a new
biome (the ark) from where they stepped onto a
new order.

Pandemics are portals, Arundhathi Roy rightly
stated, needing us to break with the past and
imagine the world anew without dragging our
emotional, economic and ecological carcasses
into the new world we ought to reimagine and
fight for. This new, however, isn't a yet unseen
invention but the qualitative seasoning of the
known realms with a new order that expressly
reveals the unnecessities of control and promotes
the coexistence of even erstwhile contradictions.
Hence, the covidian period is a liminal wherefrom
one can gaze at the old but never return thence.

When nothing anywhere will ever be the same
post COVID-19, the Church too must perceive the
challenge of lockdowns and distancing variantly.
It's either a violent jolt to merely gear up and
conduct virtual parishes. Or, this calamity is a
wake-up call to pioneer new missional fronts with
deeper understanding of life in whole. It raises
two choices: plunge into the clamour for control
or give ear to the cry for coexistence. And, each
merit retrospection.

1. CHARITY

Charity is a necessary social affirmation amidst
calamities. The Church, globally and regionally, is
active in pandemic reliefs - distributing provisional
kits, food kits, PPE kits, etc. Yet charity, if it does not
emancipate does wrong by further cornering the
benefactor into receiving ends. In other words, sans
emancipation charity will only foster class control
and enslave the poor to remain forever poor.

Matthew 2540, 45 reads: “The King will reply,
Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me." ... . Truly I tell you, whatever you did

not do for one of the least of these, you did not
do for me.’ The catchword herein, LEAST, speaks
aloud of God's preferential option for the poor,
broken, sick, destitute, etc. It also clarifies that God
approves of only them that passionately endeavour
in sharing, if not alleviating, the agonies of the least.
Together they are God's elect / called-out ecclesia;
and, amidst this pandemic they are the migrant
communities in exodus and all who deliberately
side with their pain.

The Church is liberative, especially during
lockdowns, only when it assumes a radical social
role and critically trains its antennae upon public
policies that agonize millions. For instance, imagine
a cramped quarter in the ghettos of urban India
that house 8-15 occupants in the scorching summer
during the lockdowns. This prescription is more
punishing and life-threatening. What was the
Church’s role in the Indian episode of lockdowns?
Atleast, the NCCI strongly advocates the use of
the term physical distancing instead of social
distancing.

Charity must not chain any community, especially
the Mar Thoma Church, to spiral in the calamitous
drama of image control. For she has historical
antecedents of radical political and social
engagements in nation building that mustn’t
simply awe but awaken us to act wisely. Very soon,
financial burdens of extended lockdowns can numb
even the most charitable parishioners to cry of
the displaced. What will then become of the poor?

2. VIRTUALITY

Little or nothing can substitute virtual means to
compensate for extended religious curfews and
physical distancing. Media have indeed shrunk
distances and boosted fellowships beyond borders
on virtual spaces. Clerics has turned savvy in
shepherding communities online. This pandemic
has also triggered a new wave of pooling ministerial
resources online. For e.g., the Mar Thoma Sunday
School Samajam Online VBS 2020 & several other
fantastic Diocesan and Centre-based organizational
innovations.

Yet, what really is the true end of virtual media
enterprises in a locked down Church? Entice crowds
or enlighten communities? Before lockdowns
parishioners were crowds distanced at heart.
During lockdown they crave union while forced
to stay apart. So, when a virus - like a preposterous
post-deluge parable - has razed barriers virtually
in Nicean proportions (visible and invisible), are
clerics merely innovating possibilities to ritually
fatten their locked down flocks for new divides
or are they re-educating sabbatical communities



against any more divides in the new normal?

The sabbatical Church communing virtually must,
instead, strain and strive to reclaim the long-lost
heart of its liturgical life - cherish filial fellowship
in real spaces. The lockdowns are an amnesty to
realize and confess the sins of ambiguous disunity
and dissolve boundaries within ourselves, the real
‘temple(s) of the Holy Spirit- 1 Corinthians 619 in
the new normal. The renewed Church will then
transcend the ambiguities of its togetherness and
the tranquilities of virtual congregations in reality
and own the agonies of their once unseen and
unheard brethren of God's ecclesia.

3. ECCLESIOLOGY

The pandemic has driven the Church to the
crossroads for redefinitions. The covidian sabbatical
Church should examine extant ministerial and
missional traditions of leadership and hierarchy
for new models. The worldwide lockdown has
interestingly invigorated family fellowship and
church@homes. But did it inspire joyous dialogues
for deeper understanding of the royal priesthood
of all believers; or, did it invite brave debates and
compromised summations of functional differences
between the baptized and the ordained? If the
latter, then virtuosities exhibited now are signs
of lugging baggages of clerical control into the
aftermath of lockdown with renewed vigour.

Can't our Church retrace through the scriptures
to rekindle its reformative spirit and re-flame
new progresses with renewed understanding of
priesthood? For, the priestly call of Israel was not
in a milieu devoid of temples or priests. They were
a new priestly model amongst the nations then
and there. We know that the Tribe of Levi was not
allotted land in Canaan. Until the temple was built
and the nation was split the Levites were dispersed
among but cared for by the other tribes (Numbers

351-8). Ironically, authentic and reliable historical
evidences of the pre-temple period are unavailable.
This coupled with the many Pentateuchal
commands and prophetic reminders that Israelites
must ever care for the poor, widows, orphans,
foreigners, and that they were once slaves who
were delivered by Yahweh, the special designation
of the Levites were to keep the testimony of past
liberations, the present social responsibilities, and
the unending priestly call of all God's people alive
forever. The curious reader can even be tugged to
correlate between this lost past and the early post-
resurrection community before dispersions in the
Acts of the Apostles. The Holy Spirit that anoints
the apostolic ecclesia for evergreen and contextual
ministries will strengthen all disciples to practically
envision the emboldening of the priesthood of its
laity and the latent proficiencies of its clergy for
mutual sustenance without still endangering its
episcopal echelons.

The emerging trends of the new normal will even
examine extant ecumenical tendencies. Because,
for years, ecumenical exercises were bent on
striking up alliances - first among protestants, then
among all Christians, all religions, all human beings
and finally amongst all of created order. These
ideals that barely spilled from texts onto terra-
firma beyond human camaraderie invited severe
criticism that these were to impose control over
realms in Christendom than to inspire coexistablity.
Such narratives of convenient alliances must be
redressed by divine models of coexistence and
equity.

So, when the days of liberation we await finally
dawn, may the church never be chained down in
new bonds of slavery by the confetti of celebrations
but be liberated by the chords of divine filiality that
cannot be broken. Amen.
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MAR THOMA RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
ZIONKUNNU, KALAYAPURAM ad

Admission Open
PLAY CLASS

Wu&% gefmofdlmdwm
By Telephone...0474 2616996, 9448605772

By email......... mtrskalayapuram@gmail.com
Our website........marthomaschool.org

[exka)

MAR THOMA
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
ZION KUNNU, KALAYAPLIRAM
Kulakkada PO, Kollam 691 521

+ Advanced Teaching Methods

« Smart Class # Language Lab
+ Computer Lab * Mind Lab

- FLAIR
# Multimedia Center # Swimming Poo| - DISCIPLINE
* Yoga Court + Nature Friend|! - ACADEMIC RIGOUR




@ CORONAVIRUS Information

How can | try to stay well and avoid
spreading the virus?

Wash hands frequently with soap Work at home where possible
and water or use a sanitiser gel and avoid social venues

Catch coughs and sneezes If you don't have a tissue
and throw away used tissues use your sleeve

Avoid touching your eyes, nose Avoid close contact with
and mouth with unwashed hands people who are unwell
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