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' @wist is the head of this house'; 'As for me and my family, we will serve the
Lord'-how many of us have these plaques up on our walls! But do we really
understand what it means for our families to walk with God, so we can build each
other up in the Lord? The Bible gives us all- whether we are husbands, wives,
parents or children- directions, commands and promises that relate to our roles in
our families.

The first thing to know is that all of us, as Christians, are a part of the family of
God in Christ Jesus. Like the prodigal son in Luke 15, we have returned to our
father in heaven, who has accepted us in His mercy and forgiveness. Romans
8:15 says, 'those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God'

This is important for our family life because we often need to show the same
mercy, forgiveness and love that Christ showed on the cross to our family because
we are ALL sinners in need of grace. We will sin against each other. But the Bible
says, 'Be compassionate to each other, forgiving each other, just as in Christ, God
forgave you'(Ephesians 4:32). This can test our faith, making us rely more on
Christ who is the only one who can enable us to be this loving.

The Relevance of the

Family in Faith- Illlll(llng

Dr.Roshan, Pune
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Parents might heartily agree with Paul
when he says, 'Children, obey vyour
parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honour
your father and your mother"-which is the
first commandment with a promise-that it
may go well with you and that you may
enjoy long life on the earth". (Ephesians
6:1-3) Parents are indeed God-given
counsellors. It is from parents that we get
our first ideas of what is right and wrong.
But they must not forget v.4- 'Fathers, do
not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction
of the Lord.' Without nagging too much or
being overly strict, parents can balance
laying down the rules with spending quality
time with their children, playing with them
or doing age-appropriate activities
regularly with them. This creates an
atmosphere where children not only fear
but also trust and enjoy being with their
parents.

A practical way in which a family can
contribute to the faith of its members is
through family prayer. Through reading a
Bible passage together, discussing what
one has read in the Bible (for example,
what it teaches us about God's character,
whether there is a warning or a promise or

a command in the passage, difficulties in
understanding the passage, etc) and
praying for each other's needs, all
members can grow in the Lord. Discussion
of a passage can be a forum where
children can bring up any questions they
have about the Bible- and they may have
many! These can be clarified or better
understood, which will be beneficial to
every member. Praying for each other
together reminds everyone of the power of
prayer: 'For where two or three gather in
my name, there am | with them'. God
promises to listen especially to such
prayers.

Children see their parents not only
when they interact with other church
members or with the wider society, but
they also see them as they really are- at
home, with their family. And though no
parent is perfect, in our walk with Jesus, if
our faith is lived out in our lives, it has a
strong impact on our children. Children too
can be a strong example of faith to their
parents, (1 Tim 4:12) can encourage them
and pray for them. In our roles as parents,
we cultivate the fruit of the Spirit (Gal
5:22,23)-that in turn our children may
becomegoodparents. — o
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Kum. Santi Achama Alexander,
D/o. Mr.T.K. Alexander &

Mrs. Suja Alexander

Daivathin Veettil, member of
Kannamcode Mar Thoma Church,
Adoor has passed the CA
Examination, conducted by Institute
of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI).

Rev.Shoji Varghese (Vicar)
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